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Rural Philanthropy Days 
History

Started in Colorado in early 1990s

Spurred by Community Resource Center (CRC) study 
indicated only 3% of Front Range funding was 
directed to rural areas

Anschutz Family Foundation initiated

First RPD held in Grand Junction, CO



Colorado RPD Today
State divided into eight regions 

RPD held in two regions per year

San Juan (Jun. 2017)
Northwest (Sep. 2017)

CRC coordinates

Funders include private and community 
foundations, federal and state agencies



Colorado RPD Today



Colorado RPD



Purposes of RPD
Build relationships between funders, typically 
based in cities, and rural nonprofits

Increase funding to rural areas

Improve skills of rural nonprofit leaders

Improve awareness by rural communities of local 
nonprofit sector

Increase collaboration by rural nonprofits, local 
governments, and funders



Basic Structure of RPD Event
Wednesday to Friday schedule

Wednesday:  
◦ Late afternoon registration,
◦ Evening networking event

Thursday:  
◦ Training  sessions for nonprofits
◦ Funder session on rural issues
◦ Plenary luncheon
◦ Evening event for all participants or dinner roundtables

Friday:
◦ Half day of “funder roundtables,” adjourn at noon



West Texas RPD



West Texas RPD
Events held in 2011, 2013, 2015

Held at Sul Ross State University in Alpine, TX

Last event in 2015 attended by:
◦ 150 attended

◦ Representatives from 90 nonprofits  
◦ 18 funders including private and community foundations, government agencies

Coordinated by Nonprofit Management Center of 
the Permian Basin

Next scheduled June 21-23, 2017



Necessary Elements
Initial support from funders

Organizing entity

Funding sources

Local coordinator

Catchment area appropriate to region

Recruiting funders to attend

Advance training for nonprofits


