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It’s time to pass bills for
farmers and ‘Dreamers’

If comprehensive
immigration
reform isn’t

possible, the U.S.
Senate should at

least consider
bills to help

‘Dreamers’ and
farm workers See EDITORIAL, Page 4D

The conservatives still asking why it’s a good idea
to legalize agricultural workers and “Dreamers” just
need to ask farm growers and economists.

The answer is simple. The young immigrants called
“Dreamers” pour billions into the U.S. economy, and
the American agricultural industry that feeds our na-
tion desperately needs an orderly and legal flow of
workers.

The Democratic-led House of Representatives re-
cently approved two separate bills to do just that.

But those bills face stiff opposition in the U.S. Sen-
ate, where conservatives are more animated by the
current migrant children crisis at the U.S-Mexico bor-

Above, Mexican
farmworkers
harvest iceberg
lettuce on April 2,
2020, in a field
near Wellton,
Arizona. Farms in
the Yuma area
produce a large
share of the
winter vegetables
sold across the
United States.
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Spreading the 
love through

Phoenix
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The Virginia G.
Piper Charitable

Trust has invested
more than 

$500 million in
programs and

initiatives 
that strengthen 

and enrich the
community

Your Turn
Mary Jane Rynd

Guest columnist

Virginia Galvin Piper knew exactly
what she was doing when she endowed
$590 million to the regional trust that
bears her name.

She envisioned the continuation of
her strategic, philanthropic investment
into the community she treasured, and
she expected her legacy to carry forward
over many generations. 

In 21 years, just one generation, Vir-
ginia G. Piper Charitable Trust has in-
vested more than $512 million in
nonprofits and programs that enhance
the lives of people in Maricopa County.

With the endowment currently at
$550 million, the trust is in a strong po-
sition to continue to support advance-
ments in the areas of health care and
medical research, children, older adults,
arts and culture, education and reli-
gious organizations.

On managing COVID-19, Gov. Doug
Ducey continues to get the balance be-
tween open and shut generally right.

The action he took last week was ac-
tually quite modest. He merely lifted the
capacity restrictions on the limited cate-
gories of businesses for which they had
been imposed, such as restaurants and
gyms.

His critics were, as usual, furious. But
they are materially mispresenting his
position and the status of COVID-19
community risk in the state.

A useful place to begin this discus-
sion is to roll the clock back to last Nov.
27. On that date, a group of academics at
the University of Arizona sent a hair-on-
fire memo to the Arizona Department of
Health Services.

According to their computer model,
the then building second wave of infec-
tions would overwhelm hospital capac-
ity in the state by the end of December.
The result would be apocalyptic. “(I)f ac-

What Gov.
Ducey’s critics
overlook
about virus
restrictions

See RESTRICTIONS, Page 8D

Robert Robb
Columnist

Arizona Republic
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OPINIONS

Recounts for thee but no for me,
that’s Arizona GOP’s Kelli Ward

Arizona GOP chair Kelli Ward is a
hypocrite of the first degree. She con-
tinues to challenge the 2020 presiden-
tial election with false claims that
courts have thrown out.

Arizona has had to foot the bill for
two recounts which, again, found no ev-
idence of voter tampering. 

But she refuses to allow a recount of
her election as Republican Party chair.

Come on, Kelli, practice what you
preach.

Geraldine Johnson, Phoenix

In fact, the Democrats do not
constitute a US Senate majority 

A letter writer Friday stated that
Democrats won a majority in the Sen-
ate. The Dems have 48 seats and 2 in-
dependents that caucus with them. Fif-
ty-fifty does not constitute a majority.
They have to bring in the executive
branch to break a tie. 

Also, it was Harry Reid and not Mitch
McConnell who went nuclear and
changed the rules on federal judge
nominations. How’d that work out for
the Democrats during the last four

years? 
I believe Sen. Kyrsten Sinema is very

wise to not support changes to the fili-
buster rule. I wish Sen. Mark Kelly
would also be as wise.

Robert Seaberg, Queen Creek

The bisons are an asset to the
North Rim of the Grand Canyon 

Recently viewed a bison herd along
the highway to the North Rim of the
Grand Canyon on a trip to the North Rim
of the Grand Canyon. 

They are a delight to see and to pho-
tograph. 

Was advised that the Park Service
again wants to get rid of them. This past
year they moved several hundred in an
attempt to reduce the numbers in the
park.

I then found online a story that the
Park Service, with the blessing of the
Arizona Game and Fish Department, are
working on a plan to hire riflemen to kill
the bison next year. 

The Park Service says the bison are
damaging the ecosystem. The bison
move around the grassy areas and eat
the grass and drink water. Damage is
negligible to non-existent. 

I suppose there are times when the
herd is close to the roadway, resulting in
a traffic issue. People visiting the park

enjoy stopping viewing and photo-
graphing the animals. 

The Park Service will tell you that the
bison do not belong in that area and
have never lived in that region of the
country. This is not true. Makes me
think of the old saying, “Life is tough,
but it tougher when you are stupid”

Richard Maas, Tempe

Help preserve the magical
experience of national forest

As a retiree who loves the great out-
doors and now has more time to visit our
beautiful public lands, I am much more
aware of the need and duty for all of us
to protect and preserve these irreplace-
able areas for current and future gener-
ations. 

We moved to Prescott over two years
ago, and we have hiked in many areas of
the Prescott National Forest. 

I am particularly enthralled by the
beautiful evergreen trees that safely
“reside” there. This is their home and
should not be destroyed. 

Besides the trees that “decorate” the
forest, their pine needles and pine cones
cover the hills and valleys where they
stand creating a unique carpet.

Additionally, the scent emitted by the
cones and needles make it a magical
place and experience. It would be a loss

so great and an injustice if Prescott Na-
tional Forest was not nurtured and pre-
served for current and future genera-
tions. 

To further support the value of the
Prescott Forest is to support its irre-
placeable work in soaking up CO2. And
we all know CO2’s deleterious effects on
the environment. 

That’s why I’m asking Senators Sine-
ma and Kelly to support the Biden ad-
ministration’s 30x30 conservation plan.

Mary Ann Graffagnino, Prescott

What’s wrong with providing
Americans with clean water

So Mitch McConnell and the Repub-
licans think the infrastructure bill is bad
for the country. They have said “no way.”

What can be bad about providing
Americans with clean, safe water, build-
ing out broadband, providing for re-
search and development and increasing
manufacturing and labor funding?

For far too long we (politicians) con-
centrated on the short game. The price
we have paid is falling behind China and
the rest of the world on providing basic
needs that this bill provides.

So isn’t now the time to invest and get
the future of our country growing? This
will let us start leading from the front.

Larry Slivka, Scottsdale

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A half-billion-dollar investment in
the social profit sector has extraordi-
nary ripple effects.

Dr. Anthony Evans, staff director and
senior researcher with the L. William
Seidman Research Institute at Arizona
State University’s W. P. Carey School of
Business, said the economic impact of
500 million-plus philanthropic dollars
on Maricopa County (granted, over 20-
plus years) is estimated at more than
4,015 job years of employment; more
than $213.1 million in labor income; and,
more than $495.3 million in total contri-
bution to the state’s gross domestic
product.

Another way of looking at the impact
of a half-billion dollars is to imagine the
Valley without the private investment in
programs and initiatives that strength-
en and enrich the community.

How would the region look and feel
without the trust’s $168 million invested
in health care and medical research, $116
million for children and older adults,
$96 million in education, or $70 million
in arts and culture?

Where would much-needed educa-
tion attainment improvement efforts be
without foundational support for state-
wide strategies like Read On Arizona,
the state’s third grade reading initiative

that is producing results, or support to
help Arizona land a $20 million federal
grant to improve the language and liter-
acy skills of our most vulnerable chil-
dren?

What are the total benefits of pro-
grams like Piper Fellows, which gives
social profit leaders the time and re-
sources they need to make transforma-
tional changes in their organizations?

Surpassing the $500-million, grant-
making milestone this year is less a cel-
ebration and more a cause for reflection
on our founding mission, our world to-

day and our role in a fu-
ture of unknowns –
where the only certainty
is the need for more and
better ways to help our
community be strong
and resilient.

From Virginia’s first
impressions of the Valley

during visits after her husband, Motoro-
la founder Paul Gavin, established a
company presence here in 1946 to her
permanent move to Phoenix in 1970 to
her death in 1999, she was enamored
with this community.

As her CPA for many years, I can tell
you that although Virginia was an Illi-
nois native, she believed in the promise
of this place and its people, and she was
certain of the return on investment in
them.

She also believed in the power be-
yond finances of philanthropic endeav-

ors, something she saw firsthand when,
upon her husband’s death, she became
administrator of the Paul V. Galvin
Charitable Trust.

“For me,” she said, “managing the
stewardship of charitable giving is a
moment-to-moment, dignified respon-
sibility of truly a high calling in human
affairs and human relations.”

Virginia’s giving was, indeed, rela-
tionship driven, built with conversa-
tions that involved more active listening
than talking and with follow-up visits to
beneficiaries. There was no “one and
done” in her charitable work in the Val-
ley. It was more like, “I see you. I hear
you. Please tell me more. What do you
need? What do the people doing the
work need to do their jobs?”

Today, as trustees and staff who are
responsible for carrying out Virginia’s
legacy through Virginia G. Piper Chari-
table Trust, we are asking those same
questions.

The times demand it.
They demand it of all of us in the phil-

anthropic and nonprofit sectors as we
work through the pandemic and its
plethora of related challenges.

During this past year, the trust
awarded an unprecedented $37 million
in grants, nearly 70% more than a typ-
ical year of grantmaking. COVID-19, of
course, was the primary reason for the
record grantmaking year.

We had to do things differently dur-
ing a health and socioeconomic crisis.

Early in the pandemic, trustees worked
swiftly to provide largely unrestricted
dollars to nonprofit partners so that
they could best serve the community.

While COVID-19 has caused turmoil
requiring creative and rapid responses,
the trust remains grounded in strategy
with an eye to what can strengthen our
community long term.

The trust’s recent $10 million grant to
Creighton University for a medical part-
nership with the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul is an example. This is an invest-
ment that will help increase health care
access, grow the pipeline of skilled
medical professionals for Arizona and
ultimately improve patient outcomes.

The potential of this medical collabo-
ration is infinite. And it comes at a time
when we need this type of hope for our
future.

We know the past and the present
impact the future. We are being reflec-
tive and working hard to ensure that we
ask the right questions internally and
externally to deepen our partnership
with the community. No doubt, these
conversations, with plenty of active lis-
tening on our part, will inform the next
half-billion dollars of Piper Trust grant-
making.

Virginia’s legacy demands it. Our
community deserves it.

Mary Jane Rynd is president and CEO
of Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust.
She has served as an officer of the Trust
since 2001.

Nonprofits
Continued from Page 3D
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der than the important work of helping
farmers and “Dreamers.”

The opportunity to make real pro-
gress on the latter is here. Democrats are
ready to take up the bills in the Senate,
but they need at least 10 Republicans to
support them.

They should listen to Republican Rep.
Dan Newhouse of Washington, who co-
sponsored the Farm Workers Modern-
ization Act or H.R. 1603.

“American agriculture is desperately
in need of a legal, reliable workforce,”
Newhouse said in a statement. 

“Bringing our agriculture labor pro-
gram into the 21st century is absolutely
critical as we work to recover from the
impacts of the pandemic and ensure a
stable food supply chain in the United
States,” Newhouse said.

What would the farm worker legisla-
tion do? It would give legal temporary
status to hundreds of thousands of
workers — tens of thousands of them in
Arizona — already toiling in agriculture
with an option to earn a green card or
permanent residency after several years
of continued work in the industry.

It reforms the H-2A temporary agri-
cultural workers visa program, making
it user-friendly for employers, and it im-
plements a mandatory, nationwide E-
Verify employment eligibility for all
farm workers. It offers not only a path to
permanent residency but also thou-
sands of year-round agricultural visas.

The reliance of these types of visas,
as pointed out by the Arizona Farm Bu-

reau, was particularly noticeable during
the COVID-19 pandemic when travel re-
strictions were imposed on countries
such as Brazil, China, Iran, Ireland,
South Africa and the United Kingdom.

House Resolution 1603 is the same
legislation the House approved in 2019
but got stuck in the Senate. More than
300 agricultural groups supported it
then and still support it now.

Republican senators should hear
them out.

Now, let’s talk about “Dreamers.”
Leaving these young immigrants in lim-
bo any longer is a travesty and unac-
ceptable. They’ve been tossed around
like a political football too many times
since President Barack Obama signed
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als (DACA) program in 2012 to protect
them against deportation.

These immigrants were brought ille-
gally to the country as children and this
is the only country they’ve ever known.
This is their home.

The House passed H.R.6, better
known as the Dream and Promise Act,
by a 228-197 vote. It would provide a
path to citizenship to roughly 2.5 million
young immigrants, including about
700,000 in Arizona.

The legislation would also legalize
those granted Protected Status (TPS) for
humanitarian reasons. The TPS allows
foreigners fleeing armed conflict, natu-
ral disasters and other dire circum-
stances to work and remain in the U.S.
Among those granted such protection
are people from El Salvador, Honduras
and Haiti.

DACA recipients alone have contrib-
uted a net $3.4 billion to the U.S. Trea-
sury and $42 billion in annual GDP, ac-

cording to an Axios analysis with data
from American Action Forum.

Both Democrats and Republicans
have previously expressed support to
grant legal status to these hard working
individuals who were brought to the
U.S. through no fault of their own. But
they never followed through.

It’s time to set politics aside and put
the needs of this country first.

Congress should have given greater
consideration to President Joe Biden’s
proposed comprehensive immigration
reform to legalize an estimated 11 million
undocumented immigrants. The pro-
posal provides not only a path to citi-
zenship to those who qualify but also
aid to Central American countries
where so many fleeing to the U.S. are
from.

But Democrats, who took over Wash-

ington two months ago, say that’s not
likely to happen given the polarization
in Congress. They’ve chosen instead to
push through legislation for “Dreamers”
and farm workers first.

Democratic Sen. Dick Durbin, the
chairman of the Judiciary Committee,
told CNN there might not even be bipar-
tisan Senate support for the two House-
approved bills.

“I have to sit down with my col-
leagues to see if there’s any bipartisan
consensus to move those two as starting
points,” said Durbin.

Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham of
South Carolina suggested as much, too,
saying “there is no pathway for anything
right now.”

That’s a concern. This isn’t a Demo-
cratic or Republican problem. It’s an
American issue senators from both par-
ties should heartily support.

Democratic Arizona Sens. Mark Kelly
and Kyrsten Sinema, who have champi-
oned humane reform, will need to ag-
gressively work to persuade their Re-
publican colleagues to take up the im-
migration bills. Sinema is uniquely
skilled at reaching across the aisle. This
is when it counts.

Farmworkers and migrants in general
bear the brunt of the coronavirus pan-
demic working on the front lines. They
toil in the fields, prepare and deliver
meals, stock grocery stores and work
long hours in meat-processing plants.

Conservatives know perfectly well
that this country needs an immigration
reform that works for employers and the
immigrants who want nothing more
than a chance to work here legally.

This is an opinion of The Arizona Re-
public’s editorial board. 

Editorial
Continued from Page 3D

We expect Democratic
Arizona Sens. Mark Kelly
and Kyrsten Sinema 
to aggressively try 
to convince their
Republican colleagues
to take up the
immigration bills.
Sinema has long boasted
about her ability to
reach across the isle.
This is when it counts.


