
Investing in Justice: Legal Aid for Survivors of Sexual Assault 
 
The Texas Access to Justice Foundation, the largest source for legal aid funding in the state, is 
administering $10 million in funding from the 84th Texas Legislative Session for legal aid for 
sexual assault survivors for the 2015-17 biennium. The Legal Aid for Survivors of Sexual Assault 
(LASSA) program is a new and vital network of services now available to survivors of sexual 
assault in Texas who qualify for legal aid. The funds are distributed by the Texas Access to 
Justice Foundation to nine non-profit legal aid organizations that cover the entire the state. 
 
This is the first collaborative effort to ensure critical civil legal services for survivors are 
available from anywhere in Texas.  Representation by legal aid programs, which have done an 
admirable job advocating for survivors in the domestic violence arena, has not been widely 
available for Texas sexual assault survivors. Only a handful of legal aid offices have had 
sufficient resources to screen or prioritize services to survivors of non-intimate partner sexual 
assault, who comprise the majority of sexual assault survivors. 
 
Survivors have a new statewide toll-free number [1-844-303-7233 (SAFE)] to call for 
representation and referral legal aid organizations who are partnering with domestic violence 
and rape crisis centers across Texas for community outreach, education, and referrals.  
 
“As survivors of sexual assault begin to rebuild their lives, legal issues may arise that affect their 
safety and well-being,” Texas Supreme Court Justice Eva Guzman, the Court’s liaison for access 
to justice issues, said. “Help is now a confidential phone call away for Texans who qualify for 
legal aid.”  (See Public Service Announcement at: http://www.teajf.org/news/videos_psas.aspx) 
 
One in five women and one in 20 men in our state have been sexually assaulted at some point 
in their lifetime, according to the Texas Association Against Sexual Assault (TAASA). Over 90 
percent of Texans who have been sexually assaulted did not report to law enforcement. 
 
The LASSA Network serves every Texas county, providing survivors of sexual assault with a wide 
range of free legal services from general advice to holistic, direct representation in civil legal 
matters stemming from the sexual assault. Survivors’ require legal services to safeguard their 
privacy and physical well-being, avoid loss of credits and wages by seeking reasonable 
accommodations in school and employment; avoid financial losses and homelessness.  Each 
organizational member of the network has identified a niche for services. Some will be focusing 
on Title IX outreach, education, referrals and representation and some will be tackling the 
immigration law consequences of survivors of human trafficking.  Others will focus on basic 
needs like housing, employment, and education issues that arise from the aftermath of trauma.   

Legal Aid in Texas  

Civil legal aid assures fairness for all in the justice system, regardless of income. Legal aid 
provides access to legal help for people to protect their livelihoods, their health, their homes, 
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and their families.  More than 5.8 million Texans qualify for legal aid, and the increasing civil 
legal needs of the poor continue to outpace the funding available for civil legal services. Legal 
aid offices assist in civil matters to stabilize families affected by poverty and violence, ensure 
safe living conditions, empower low-income workers, achieve economic benefits for veterans 
and hard working families, rebuild communities after natural disasters and more.  Beyond the 
individual impact, legal aid is a critical building block for improving the communities we live in.  
Legal aid helps Texas living in poverty build a foundation of stability so they can create a better 
future for themselves, their families and our communities. 

To be eligible for legal aid, an individual must not earn more than $14,850 per year. For a family 
or four, the household income cannot exceed $30,375. One legal aid lawyer is available for 
approximately every 11,000 Texans that qualify for legal aid. 

The Texas Access to Justice Foundation, created by the Supreme Court of Texas in 1984, is the 
largest state-based funding source for the provision of civil legal aid in Texas. The organization 
is committed to the vision that all Texans will have equal access to justice, regardless of their 
income. The Foundation administers a variety of funding sources which are earmarked to assist 
approximately 40 nonprofit legal organizations in providing legal aid to more than 100,000 
Texas families each year.  

For more information, please visit: www.teajf.org 
 


