
strengthening rural communities by learning from each other 

Rural Funders Reception Launches 
Affinity Group

 
October 2015 - Santa Fe, New Mexico was the site
of another engaging and informative conference by
Philanthropy Southwest. A new offering at this
annual event was a series of special receptions
based on common interests or roles. After an
enthusiastic response, the group focused on rural
philanthropy decided to take things a step further.
Talk of an affinity group quickly sur faced after an
evening of sharing stories, successes, failures and
business cards. It was obvious that more
opportunities to expand the conver sation would be
welcome by all.

What next but a survey?
Thanks to all who responded to our survey after the
conference. We received a healthy number of
responses indicating a strong interest in
communications, webinars and maybe even a
dedicated gathering.

Newsletter Launch!
Welcome to the first newsletter of the Rural Affinity
group. It is our hope that through this group, we can
learn from each other in order to strengthen the
communities we serve. The need is great - roughly
10% of all philanthropic investment reaches rural
communities. Together we can deepen our
knowledge, expand our impact and make a
difference in these underserved areas.

Coming Soon!

 

DID YOU KNOW?

July 19, 2016
USDA Rural Development

Under Secretary Lisa Mensah
Announces: Uplift America

Fund  

The Uplift America Fund, a
collaboration of government,
philanthropy and finance aims to
address poverty in rural America
by directing significant capital
toward creating needed
community services and
strengthening community based
lenders.
The Fund is an effort to leverage
significant amounts of public
dollars into high and persistent
areas of poverty in rural America.
USDA has just amended the
Community Facilities Direct Loan
Program to direct up to $500
million of loan funds to community



Please join us for the 2016 Philanthropy
Southwest Annual Conference in Colorado Springs,
October 27-29, 2016.  The second annual Rural
Funders Reception will be Friday evening. We hope
to see you there. Don't miss the door prizes!

Share your stories
We welcome your suggestions for future
newsletters, webinars and events.  You can also
keep up with us on the Philanthropy Southwest
Website.  

 

Michelle Monse, Carl B. & Florence E. King Foundation
Ellen Ray, Still Water Foundation
Karin Gerstenhaber, Tocker Foundation

Email:  kgerstenhaber@tocker.org

". . . what philanthropy needs right now
is a rural strategy, and action, and all of
us must keep in mind that ultimately the
health of the entire country depends on
the vitality of America's rural
communities."
 

Bruce Karmazin is executive director of the Lumpkin
Family  Foundation.                                                                  
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infrastructure projects. USDA will
lend its funds to experienced
community based lenders at
2.75% for up to 40 years to
enable them to invest in
persistently poor and high
poverty rural areas. In order to
leverage this unique opportunity,
USDA has been working with
philanthropic leaders to create
the Uplift America Fund. Already
Uplift has raised $100 million in
guarantees and over $20 million
in commitments towards the goal
of raising $50 million in grants.
Learn more at http://upliftamerica.org/ . 

Visit www.PhilanthropySouthwest.org to learn more and join us!  

Philanthropy Southwest actively promotes opportunities to 
exchange ideas, build relationships and advance philanthropic excellence.
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