
How HEALTHY is the GULF of MEXICO?

What HRI is doing to assure it
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Important events in the history of HRIé
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HRI Model ðScience-driven solutions to Gulf of 

Mexico problems
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Six Endowed Chairs

Transdisciplinaryby nature Directed Research by design 



Dr. David Yoskowitz ðOne year assignment 

as NOAA Senior Economic Advisor

Dr. Greg Stunz ðappointed by two Texas 

Governors and Sec. of Commerce to 

Gulf  Fisheries Management Council

Engaged with Stakeholdersby choice

Dr. Larry McKinney ðChair of 

National Commission on  

Recreational Fisheries Policy 



TAMUCC is the only University in 

the USA with international chairs 

from both Mexico and Cuba

Dr. Patricia Díaz
University Havana

Center for Marine Science

Dr. Nuno Simões
UNAM- Sisal

Internationalin scope

HRI has formal academic and 

research agreements with many 

institutions in Mexico and Cuba

Trinational 

Initiative



Our VISION

AGulf of Mexico that is ecologically

and economically sustainable 



An Ecologically and Economically 

Sustainable Gulf

is

Resilient





Nature has made the Gulf resilient



We are stretching the rubber band...

Will it continue to 

snap back?



The HRI Model is designed to answer 

that question and to act on ité
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Recover from disturbance

LIKE 

HURRICANES 

AND OIL 

SPILLSé



DEEPWATER
HORIZON 2010

IXTOC  1979

Could we predict DWHõs 
future by looking at 
the past: IXTOC?

Similar, yet
Different
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Resist ongoing pressures

OVERFISHING HABITAT LOSS



òHARVEYó WEIL

SINK YOUR SHUCKS



Adapt to change

Diminished inflows to 

Estuaries
Ocean Acidification




