
HELPI NG T HE FUNDI NG BEGI N WHERE T HE PAV EMENT  ENDS



Livable communities to work, stay and play



REGIONAL PARTNERSHIPS 
A Program of El Pomar Foundation

Regional Partnerships is geographically based and combines El Pomar 
Foundation and local resources to impact and serve the needs of Colorado 

communities



HISTORY



2003 20182006 2010 2014

Regions have $30k; 
Southeast & San 

Luis Valley regions 
added

Regions have $50k/year; 
Northwest & 

Northeast regions 
added and first 

Statewide Meeting held

Regions have 
$100k/year;

High Country & 
North regions added

Central 
Peaks & San 
Juan regions 

added

1/3 of EPF grant 
money is going to 

the regions

$200k/year

State legislators 
included on 

Councils

Metro & Pikes Peak 
regions added; 
3-phase model 

introduced

15 Year Review

Council Connect, and 
multi-year case studies 

are introduced
Council 
member 

merit grants 

Southwest 
region added
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HOW IT WORKS



REGIONAL COUNCILS
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THE PEOPLE

Example: The Northwest Region

Council Members

• Chief Administration Officer, Alpine Bank

• President, Colorado Mountain College

• Regent Emeritus, University of Colorado

• President, Colorado Mesa University

• Colorado State Representative, District 57

• President, Grand River Construction

• CEO, Boys & Girls Clubs of Northwest Colorado

El Pomar Staff

• Dave Palenchar, Trustee

• Cathy Robbins, Senior Vice President

• Corey Baron and Jack Gurr, Program Associates
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15 YEAR EVALUATION

• Evaluate success of the first 15 years 

• Assess the future 

• Data collection
– 42 Interviews 

– 70 Survey Respondents 

– Legislator Focus Group

– Environmental Scan 

– Over 700 unique data points 
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STRENGTHS

• The network

• Interest in finding local solutions

• Ability to convene

• Trustee and staff presence 
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IMPACT



EL POMAR FOUNDATION RURAL GIVING
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EL POMAR FOUNDATION RURAL GIVING



TOM KENNING

Northwest Regional Council
Chief Administration Officer, Alpine Bank

CATHY ROBBINS

El Pomar Foundation, Senior Vice President
Director of Regional Partnerships





CONTACT  US:  C a t h y  R o b b i n s  – c r o b b i n s @ e l p o m a r . o r g

K a i t l i n  J o h n s o n  – k j o h n s o n @ e l p o m a r . o r g  


